
COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF FEBRUARY 6, 2017 

 

The Work Session of February 6, 2017 was called to order at 6:38 p.m. and the open public 

notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance were 

Mayor Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford, the Borough 

Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 

 

The Administrator opened the public comment portion of the meeting.  Kim Custer, 

Evergreen Lane, and Brian Kelly, Avondale Avenue, joined the meeting. 

 

Ms. Custer asked for an update on the Boxwood Hall theatre proposal.  She also asked if 

the Commissioners believed that this would be an election issue for the upcoming May 

Borough election.  Each of the Commissioners replied that they did not believe that it 

would be an election issue.  As for the update, Commissioner Moscatelli explained that 

the theatre group was told that would be allowed another six months to put their plan 

together and that a statement by the Commissioners on the matter was issued 

approximately three months ago.  Therefore, it is expected that a plan will be presented 

in the late spring.   Ms. Custer then asked if a new roof had been put on the building at 

that site, and if so, was open space money used to pay for it.  The Administrator replied 

that a roof had been put on, but money from the capital account was used.  Ms. Custer 

asked if other work was planned for the building.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that 

other work would be done as needed, but no improvements would be done there, that 

the borough is only fixing necessary issues.  Ms. Custer then asked if the Borough was 

planning any uses for the open space funding from the State.  The Administrator 

explained that the Borough made a decision quite some time ago that the funds would 

be used for Bancroft.  Discussions were held that it would be possible to use some of the 

open space funds on the park at Boxwood Hall should it not be necessary to use all the 

funding for the Bancroft property.  Ms. Custer then asked if there was a plan yet for the 

Bancroft site.  Commissioner Moscatelli stated that the Borough has not taken the next 

step for that site as yet.  Ms. Custer asked how much of that property would be 

designated as open space.  The Administrator replied that all of that was addressed in 

the Redevelopment Plan, but we just need to determine at a later point how much open 

space funds will be used and where.  Ms. Custer then asked how much money was 

currently in the open space tax fund.  Mayor Kasko replied that it is approximately $1.2 

million.  Ms. Custer and Mr. Kelly left the meeting at 6:53 p.m. 

 

The Borough Administrator advised the Commissioners that during a recent Managers 

Meeting a discussion was held regarding the locations of the defibrillators around town.  

The Chief of the Fire Department/EMTs and the Police Chief both agreed that for the 

most part our municipal locations are fine without one.  However, they did believe that 

one should be put in the building at Crows Woods and the building at the Little League 

complex.  The Public Works Department has two of them.  We can use one of those and 

purchase the second one.  Additionally, she noted that the one the Board of Education 

put in at Centennial Field has been stolen, which was located outside of the bathrooms.  

Based on this, the ones at Crows Woods and the Little League Field will be in secure 

locations.  The Fire Chief is in the process of determining whether or not we will have to 

train the volunteers that would be at either of these locations on the use of the machine.  

The EMTs will be responsible for maintain them.  Commissioner Moscatelli stated that he 



has been told there is one at the 65 Club facility.  The Administrator replied that this will 

most likely have to be removed because she did not believe it has been maintained.  

Commissioner Moscatelli then stated that he believed the school is putting one at Crows 

Woods.  The Administrator replied that she will confirm whether or not that is being done 

so that only one is put there and that it is properly maintained.  Commissioner Rochford 

asked if the new machines are improved over the older machines that had been at these 

locations.  The Administrator replied that they are. 

  

A Police Department New Hire Policy was reviewed.  The Administrator explained that 

currently the Borough receives reimbursement from other entities for the cost of training 

should they hire one of our officers with less than two year service credit, or we have to 

pay that ourselves if we hire an officer from another entity within that same time frame.  

This policy requires the officer to reimburse us for the cost of uniforms and equipment if 

they leave before two years of service.  This is based on issues over the last few years.  

Both the Solicitor and the Administrator have reviewed the policy and feel that is okay to 

implement.  Mayor Kasko asked about reimbursement for college education costs.  The 

Administrator replied that all of the current hires already have their college education 

requirements and new employees are not offered this opportunity.  She further noted 

that it costs approximately $4,000 to equip a new officer.  Mayor Kasko asked if there are 

any requirements such as these for employees outside of the Police Department.  The 

Administrator replied that there is nothing currently, but can certainly look into writing 

something up.  The Commissioner agreed to the new hire policy for the Police 

Department in the meantime. 

 

The Administrator then reviewed various other fiscal policies that she has drafted.   She 

noted that this is just putting in writing current policies for the sake of formality.  There are 

other policies that she will be putting together in the future as well.  It was noted that 

these policies will need to be formally adopted.  It was agreed to add a resolution to the 

February 14th agenda for these policies; the Police Department policy will be done on a 

separate resolution. 

 

Discussions were then held on 2017-2019 Road Program and Pavement Management 

Plan.  Commissioner Moscatelli reviewed the updated 5-year Road Program Plan and 

updated Pavement Management Plan report.  He noted that there are a high number 

of roads showing high deterioration over the last five years.  Additionally, we still have 

roads that are beyond their life expectancy.  At this point roads are still deteriorating 

faster than we can get them fixed.  He would like to be able to add more money to the 

road program, if possible, after the election; even if bonding needed.  He commented 

on the possibility of doing longer portions of streets rather than one block at a time over 

a period of years, although, he noted that the projected cost would be higher.  Currently, 

the potential budget is $2 million per year, rather than the $1.8 we spent in 2016, and then 

would increase to $2.5 million after that.  Commissioner Moscatelli stated that the 2018-

2019 portions are projections, but things will move around more as we go forward.  

Commissioner Rochford asked how many of these roads are getting utility work.  

Commissioner Moscatelli stated that we are outpacing how fast New Jersey American 

Water (NJAW) can work.  The Administrator stated that NJAW will be doing pump stations 

and Haddon Avenue.  Commissioner Moscatelli added that we are finding that some of 

these roads have no base.  Commissioner Rochford the asked how many pot holes have 



been filled this year.  The Administrator replied that currently 274 have been filled.  She 

further noted that the vendor fired to fill pot holes has been through town twice since 

they were hired, but we will keep on them about this.  The Commissioner agreed to move 

forward with the proposed 2017 list. 

 

The Administrator reviewed the two open space plans that have been adopted as part 

of the Master Plan and noted that there could be updates on each plan, but they are 

minimal.  The second is a list of properties that we would be interested in spending green 

acres monies on should they become available.  It has been suggested by one of our 

boards that the second open space plan is getting outdated.  She noted that we can 

do a re-examination of this report and possibly update, but she did not believe that a 

professional was needed to complete these updates.  Commissioner Rochford asked 

what has changed between 2008 and now for the open space list.  The Administrator 

indicated that Radnor Field could possibly be added, and Commissioner Moscatelli 

suggested adding Scout Field, but other than that there is not much that needs to be 

changed.  It was noted that the Commissioners can approve a resolution to have the 

Planning Board (PB) review and then they would approve the updated list by resolution 

after a public hearing.  The Commissioners agreed to review the plans internally.  The 

Administrator commented that PB could put this out to their re-examination committee, 

but we may be able to make these changes ourselves and present it to them.  The 

Commissioners agree to see if we could do them ourselves. 

 

Changes to an Abandoned Property Ordinance were reviewed by the Solicitor.  It was 

agreed that once these changes were incorporated the ordinance would be submitted 

to the Commissioners for review. 

 

The February 14th Commissioner Meeting agenda was reviewed.  Specifically mentioned 

was the status of the Puppy Mill ordinance.  The Solicitor recommended that this be 

discussed in closed session. 

 

Mayor Kasko noted that there were no updates from the Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC 

(PfH) other than the fact that there may be some store front vacancies in the near future.  

 

At 7:30 p.m. Commissioner Rochford made a motion to go into closed session to discuss 

the Puppy Mill Ordinance, a possible litigation settlement, and Bancroft negotiations.  

Commissioner Moscatelli seconded the motion, which was then approved unanimously 

by the Commissioners.  

 

The Commissioners returned from closed session at 8:26 p.m. 

 

The Administrator advised the Commissioners of information provided by the Police Chief 

regarding a Swift 9-1-1 program.  Residents would have to opt in to the program.  This was 

purchased by Camden County and all of the municipalities have access to it. 

 

The annual training sessions from MEL Safety Institute for Elected Officials is now open.  

Information on how to take the class online will be sent to the Commissioners, as well as 

the session dates in surrounding communities. 

 



The Administrator then asked the Commissioners if they wanted to sign the Human 

Relations Commission’s statement.  The Commissioners agreed that it should come from 

just the Human Relations Commission. 

 

Commissioner Rochford made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:32 p.m.  

Commissioner Moscatelli seconded the motion, which was then approved unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett, RMC 

Borough Clerk 


